The praised 1848 "Report on the typhus epidemic in Upper Silesia",3 com missioned from Virchow by the Prussian Minister of Education, was modelled after the Hippocratic treatise On Airs, Waters, and Places. 9 Virchow reviewed the envir onmental, climatic and anthropological characteristics of Upper Silesia, a poor region of Eastern Europe, located between what is now the Czech Republic and Poland. As in the Hippocratic tradition, he described the clinical manifestations of the disease he himself had observed and illustrated them with a series of individual case descriptions. He still viewed typhoid fever as an abdominal form of typhus, and did not attempt to quantify and compare the traits of the two diseases, as Louis had done in 1829. 10 Virchow was old-fashioned too when he proposed, in the sentence that Today's epidemiologists may aspire to a greater idea of public health than in the past, that is, identifying solutions for population's health that are both scienti fically correct and politically just.
